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Circular No (33)

Guidelines on the Medical Examination and
Certification of Seafarers

To:
- All shipping companies in KSA.
- American Bureau of Shipping (ABS).
- Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LR).
- Det Norske Veritas of Shipping (DNYV).
- Bureau Veritas of Shipping (BV).
- Registro Italiano Navale of Shipping
(RINA).
- Nippon Kaiji Kyokai of Shipping (NKK).
- whom it may concern.

1. Purpose:

This circular provides a guide for Companies, Seafarers and
Recognized Authorities and Organizations regarding the
minimum standard of medical examination of seafarers and
seafarer’'s medical certificate which set out by IMO/ILO

circulars and guidelines.

2. Application:

This circular applies to all seafarers working onboard Saudi

flagged vessel.

3. Requirements:
The following items shall be followed:

3.1 The Maritime Transport Sector (MTS) taking into
consideration the International Maritime Organization
(IMO) Circular STCW.7/Circ.19/Rev.| issued on 05
September 2018 regarding the Guidelines on the Medical
Examination of Seafarers.

3.2 The seafarer's medical certificate shall include the

minimum information as set out in the STCW?78

Convention, as amended, and the medical standards set

out in the IMO’s circular STCW.7/Circ.19/Rev.l. In

addition, these standards should also meet the minimum
requirements as prescribed in the International Labor

Organization (ILO) Maritime Labor Convention (MLC),

2006.
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recognized medical practitioners as followed:

Jertificate issued by the

1. Registered medical practitioners licensed to practice
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and familiar with the
guidelines on the medical examination and
certification of seafarers.

2. Medical practitioners recognized by a State party to
STCW Convention which is in the list issued by the
IMO Circular MSC.1/Circ.1 163/Rev.3 of parties given
full and complete effect to the relevant provisions of
the Convention (IMO Whitelist). This list is
continuously revised by IMO.

3. A medical practitioner recognized by an MLC State
Party and familiar with the guidelines on the medical
examination and certification of seafarers.

4. The medical certificate must be signed by both the

medical practitioner and examinee.

3. 4 The above-mentioned medical certificate should be valid
and renewed every 2 years unless alternative the intervals
are defined by the competent authority in that State for
issuing seafarer’s medical certificates.

3. 5 This circular is valid until 01 May 2022, or the date of issue
of an executive regulation by the Transport General
Authority related to the Medical Examination of Seafarers,
which date comes first.
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